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(54) BLACK DECISION SYSTEM AND AREA 
IDENTIFIER 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce influence due to the erroneous 
detection of the edge of a halftone part by performing 
black decision by using image data and data in which the 
edge of the image data is emphasized by an edge 
emphasis means. 

CONSTITUTION: The edge of the image data is 
emphasized by the edge emphasis means 101. A black 
decision means 102 performs the black decision by using 
both the image data 104 outputted from the edge 
emphasis means 101 and original image data 103. The 
range of a black character is decided from an edge 
signal outputted from an isolation area edge detecting 
means, an edge detection signal outputted from an edge 
detecting means, and a black decision signal outputted 
from the black decision means. Therefore, it is possible 
to recognize a character of any size. 
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